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We’ve been saying for ages, “this is the new year of the church. This is the first Sunday of Advent. 

The New Year. What does that mean, for God’s sake? What would that mean to Bill the builder,  

or Nick the carpenter, or Johnny the sparky? When we say it’s a new church year, what do we 

actually mean, and why do we have new church years in the first place? Each year of the church,  

we celebrate the mystery of our salvation and the life, death and the resurrection of Jesus. We 

celebrate over the year; all the events of the life of Jesus, which is the code of our faith. We begin 

with the expectation right now, and we go the birth; the living the mysteries, the last supper, the 

agony in the garden, the crucifixion and then the resurrection, the ascension and the descent of the 

Holy Ghost on the church. The whole gambit of our faith is celebrated every year. But we do it in  

a Magic way. We use different readings, like Year A, Year B, Year C. It’s the same celebration every 

year, but we use different Gospels, different readings, and so forth, all telling the same story under  

a different guise. But you could say "Well, I’ve heard that last year! what’s the use again?”. You’re 

meant to let it sink in and deepen and give you a better understanding of the faith we profess.  

Another point. The early church had this expectation, that Christ was going to come any moment 

now. They knew he had come the first time, as Jesus Christ, and he was to come again. Even Paul 

had the expectation, early on that Jesus was about to come back and finish it all. Now, wiser, and we 

know, the day will come when Jesus will come again, with the time and the manner we have no idea. 

That’s part of the mystery of God. 

And today’s readings: The Earth will be shook, the waves will take over, the Sun will be darken. What 

they’re saying is, this year we live in, the world we live in today will pass away. As it will! But then 

will come the gift of our salvation in Christ as he comes as Master. So, today’s Gospel: It may sound  

a little bit frightening. But really, it’s saying that the things as we know will pass away. That’s a given. 

But something new will come and the newness is our salvation in Jesus. So, the Gospel has two 

things. Its reminding us that what we know and have known will pass away someday and then the 

lord will come and there’s great hope for the future. It’s meant to give an awareness of the 

transience of life today, but a hope of life tomorrow. Great gift. Great gift and we get that every 

year. This is year “C”. Different Gospels, different Readings, different events. We’ve heard them all 

before. As we should. It’s a part of our Journey. But there is a different spin each time. 

This year, we’re beginning year C, which will give us another look at the Life, Death, the mystery  

of Christ, really. What it means is, what happened, how it happened and how it affects each in our 

own way. So welcome to Advent. Advent is a time of expectation. We know our Saviour is about to 

be born, and we are living in hope and expectation. We have the great feast of Christmas coming up. 

That’s magic thing! That’s a gift we should celebrate with a great sense of Joy, The Birth of Jesus, 

because it gives us new hope and new beginnings. Now I think that’s enough for one day! 

But thank you for coming! In coming to church on Sunday, your giving hope to yourselves, and to 

others. I saw a funny thing recently. They said that (Don’t quote me on this, the arch could close me 

down...), church on Sunday is like going to an AA meeting. We meet those whom we know, those 

who support us, and we support them. So, by your very presence, you’re coming not just to meet 

Jesus, but to meet Jesus in other people. To give them the support they need and to receive the 

support we all need. It’s like a ginormous AA meeting. So well done! well done! Sometimes you 

might feel (I feel...) God! Not again... cannot bare it! But we come in Faith and Hope, and we come 

not just for our own sake, but for the sake of others in the pews around us. Our coming here gives 

them hope. Just as their coming here gives us hope. 



Final comment: It’s a great gift to be a believer. Because as I always say, as a believer I believe in 

absolutely in the kindness and the forgiveness of God and every day is a new beginning and today 

the first Sunday of advent of the year “C”. This is for me and for all of us, a new beginning. There are 

things I wish I hadn’t done. That’s life. But I live in the belief of the forgiveness of God and the new 

beginning every day. 

 

 


